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ABSTRACT : The present study was carried out over a period of 8 months from Oct. 2012 to May 2013
at 3 different depth contours viz., 4m (St. 1), 8m (St. 2) and 12m (St. 3)  along the coastal waters of
Chitrapur, Mangaluru where Boulique Aniline Soda Factory (BASF) and Mangalore Refineries and
Petro Chemical Limited (MRPL) discharge their effluents.  In general, the zooplankton density was at
its peak in the month of October and January and lower in the months of December and March/April.
Copepodites formed the bulk of the total zooplankton and in the present investigation, they varied
from 2,800 to 2,62,000 nos/m3.  These contributed to 29.86 per cent, 28.57 per cent and 20.24 per cent of
the total zooplankton population in St. 1, 2 and 3, respectively. The other zooplankton groups noticed
were copepodites, chaetognaths, medusae, siphonophores, ctenophores, tintinids, cladocerans, lucifer,
polychaetes, Protochordates and larvae of decapods, echinoderms, bivalves followed by fish eggs
and larvae.The species diversity, richness and evenness were high during premonsoon season followed
by postmonsoon season at all the stations.
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